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 HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL

Useful Contacts

District & County Councillor: Peter McDonald
Tel 07912 669092 

email: peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament: Pippa Heylings 
Email: pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk 

Website: https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
Parliamentary office 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA

From January 2025, Parish Council Meetings will be held every month in the
Village Hall, generally on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

Website: https://www.hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Have you ever thought about becoming a parish councillor? 
We currently have a vacancy
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IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE...

Greetings to my fellow Hinxton residents. 

I hope you are enjoying the splendid weather this week.

We have a jam packed issue this month which includes a lovely
tribute to our dear Roy Ellis. 

Plus! We have the return of a firm village favourite - Linda’s recipes!

I hope you enjoy May’s Hinxton News and see you out and about. 

 

Steph 
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All shall be well… As I write the news is full of talk about liberation day: Donald Trump’s
tarif-fuelled attempt at rebalancing the global economy. By the time you read this it’s
possible it will all have been a storm in a teacup… or the first horseman of the apocalypse
will be on his way… or something in between. But I would be surprised if I could (with
Julian of Norwich) utter the comforting prediction All shall be well and all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well. Or perhaps I can? Julian, whose special day is 8
May, lived, as we do, in a time of deep fear and uncertainty. Born - it’s thought - in the mid
1300s, the Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt cast a shadow over her home city of
Norwich and over her life. And that’s without the grave illness that threatened her in 1373,
which is the context of the visions she later writes about. 

 

Her medieval version of everything’s gonna be alright emerges from a place of crisis, 
both personal and more widely. Yet for all its focus on suffering, it’s rooted in a trust in 
God’s providence, a deep sense of God’s loving purposes for the world. 

In the first of her visions, Julian sees what she calls a little thing, the size of a 
hazelnut in the palm of her hand. She asks, ‘What may this be?’ and hears the reply, 
‘It is all that is made…’ In other words, it’s the universe. As Julian marvels at its 
smallness and vulnerability, she begins to understand that everything exists through 
the love of God. God makes, protects, and loves. This picture of the universe, as it 
were held in God’s hand, viewed with God’s loving gaze, is the true setting for 
Julian’s crisis and ours… this is the reason she (and we) can trust that all shall be 
well. 
Best wishes 

Lydia

 

CHURCH NEWS
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and planted meticulously.

Kate remembers him having set dates to plant certain 

Ros remembers him taking great care of his Mum and 
Uncle Henry who also lived in the village all their lives. Several years ago he was interviewed for the village 

It wasn’t only family members he looked after. David 

recalls that he was always there as a friend in need 

and ready to help anyone.
 He was a very practical Parish councillor and trustee 
of the Ann Howsden Charity. He loved his garden 

which was as tidy as his bricklaying. He was always 

ahead of the game with his garden dug over, raked 

magazine. Asked what superpower he would like, he 

replied that he was happy as he was, which sums up 

his attitude to life. When asked who his ideal dinner 

guests would be, he simply said his whole family. Roy

was a gentleman, kind, generous and good-

natured. His passing leaves a huge hole in the village 
community, and especially in his family. 

vegetables, proven over the years to be reliable. He

stuck to these religiously and his crops rarely failed. He

was always helpful with his gardening tips and advice.

And also generous with the garden produce, distributing

tomatoes, beans and courgettes to all. He grew

marrows especially for his friend Jane. She also

remembers him as the mole catcher par excellence

who delighted in success when it came, but the moles

often evaded him. 

Mike got to know and appreciate Roy when he was 

pivotal in preparing plants for sale in the Hinxton 

Garden Centre. Always welcoming and ready to give 

his time. He just loved to sit and chat.
 
Everyone says he was permanently good-natured with 
a cheeky smile, ready grin and often bad jokes. Peter
feels that coffee mornings were always best when Roy
was there. He would talk to anybody about anything. 
Every Tuesday he would visit David to put the world to 
rights. If the weather was good, they’d sit by the pond
watching the fish. He helped David through some dark
times. 
Martin dropped in regularly for a coffee to catch up on 
the village gossip and to tease Mary. 
Roy loved his cars, especially the Mercedes. He was
never happier than with a pint in his hand at Ickleton
Social Club, chatting to friends, and this is how he spent
his last evening. 

Roy Ellis was born, brought up and lived his whole life
in Hinxton. We asked some of the people who have
known him over the years for their thoughts and
memories. Martin remembers Roy and his brother
riding their bikes in Night’s Close by the river as
children. He also recalls Roy being called “Fez” as a
teenager because of his curly and unruly hair. Roy is
was a first-class bricklayer and the “best trowel in
East Anglia”. Many in the village have his 
handiwork in their houses, gardens and drives. 
Everyone he worked for appreciated his neatness and 
attention to detail. 

We will always cherish his memory and

miss him dearly. 

1938—2025 



Tribute and Memories 

From Lydia and Barry, Roy’s son-in-law 

As the children grew up and left home, as well as 
working on his own house in North End Road and his
beloved vegetable garden, Roy’s skills were very much 
put into practice when visiting his daughters. His 
question on arrival was always “Have you got a list of
jobs for me?” And they usually did. 
Life was not without its sadness though, as in 2013 his 
daughter Yvonne died from a brain tumour, after a five
year battle with illness. Roy and Mary were devastated. 

Roy was born on 9 January 1938 in Hinxton, a village
that he loved and lived in for almost the whole of his
life. He grew up in no 2 Stone Cottages and spent his
last days just round the corner at the house in North
End Road, where he lived with Mary, his wife of almost
sixty years. A Hinxton man, through and through. 
He attended the village school, then Sawston Village 
College. Although he was good at maths, school was  
not for him and before what would have been his final
term Roy had begun an apprenticeship with a building
firm, Lees of Shelford. From there, he moved on to
other builders, before becoming self-employed in the
last ten years of his working life. 

Although a devoted husband, father and grandfather, 
Roy always looked beyond the domestic and into the 
community. He was a parish councillor for many years,
as well as a member of the village hall committee and a 
trustee of the Ann Howsden Trust, a charity that
provides affordable homes in the village, for over forty
years. And – unlike many of us – he was a practical and 

In 1962 he met Mary, who had quite recently come
over from Ireland to work in the area. There were a
couple of possibly quite intentional “chance
encounters”, with Mary “accidentally” falling off her
bike as Roy was walking down the road and Roy
“accidentally” forgetting to take his tools home and
needing to collect them from a friend’s house. 

With the help of these happy accidents, Mary and Roy
became a couple and were married in 1965. They lived
briefly in Shelford before moving to Red Lion Square in
Hinxton, where they were next door to Roy’s mum.
There they had their daughters, Jane, Theresa and
Yvonne, before moving to North End Road. 

They settled in to enjoy the usual round of family life,
including holidays on the east coast and to Barmouth.
Never especially academic himself and naturally self-
effacing, Roy was nevertheless proud of his daughters’
achievements. At a sixth form parents’ evening, when
discussing Jane’s plans to go to medical school, a
teacher asked him whether he was also in the medical
profession. “No, I’m a brick surgeon”, Roy replied. 

proactive trustee, always available to fix whatever 
needed mending. 

Roy Ellis: a family man, a community man 
and a Hinxton man. 

“We first met Roy not long after we
moved into the village in 1978. We
asked around if anyone knew a builder
who could lay a patio for us. ‘You need
Roy’ came the reply. So, we got in touch
and Roy came. We can still picture him,
lying on our sheepskin rug, chin on
hands, completely at ease. We were
instantly charmed. 
We have been fond of Roy, and his 
lovely wife Mary, ever since. He was 
genial and good natured with a twinkle 
in his eye. 
He loved his family, his garden and his 
beer. 
He was such a lovely man.” 

Merv and Linda Russell 



Hinxton Village Flagpole
 Back in Use - 21st April 2025

Just to let you know that the
village flagpole (situated just

inside the churchyard) has
been ‘re-lanyarded’ and is
useable again. To mark the

occasion (also the birthday of
the late Queen) a Union Flag

was raised, but this was
lowered again as a mark of

respect for Pope Francis who
has passed away.

Many thanks to all those who
helped make this possible,
both today and when the

flagpole was first moved to
the village from Hinxton Hall

some years ago . . .
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Hinxton Remembers
. . the 80th anniversary of the end of World War 2 

 on Thursday May the 8  a VE Day commemorative
flag will be raised at 9 am on the village flagpole
(situated in the churchyard near the war memorial) -
the flag will be lowered at 10 pm that evening which is
when the total surrender of Germany finally took effect
in 1945. 

th

on Friday August the 15th a VJ Day commemorative
flag will be raised at 9 am and then lowered at dusk to
signify the formal announcement by the Japanese
emperor of ‘unconditional surrender’ and the end of
WW2, at last. 

on both occasions the church clock bell will be be
tolled ten times (six years of war and four dead from
the village) - at midday on May 8th and at dusk on
August 15th. 

on Sunday November the 9th, there will be the
traditional War Memorial service at 11 am, and at 7 pm
a Remembrance Tribute, including performances
of songs and poetry in honour of those from the village
who perished in the war - a memorable and moving
night of music and poetry. 

NB. Everyone is welcome to attend any/all of the above events. 
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ANN HOWSDEN CHARITY
Call for Trustees – May 2025

The Charity of Ann Howsden was set up in 1631 when Ann Howsden, who is buried in
the churchyard in Hinxton, bequeathed the income of her estate in Moggerhanger,
Bedfordshire to benefit the ‘poor and needy’ of Hinxton.  This land has all been sold
and the current assets of the Charity include four bungalows (numbers 2, 4, 6 and 8
Duxford Road), three of which are let out at affordable rents to people with a strong
association with Hinxton.

The Objectives of the Charity, which were updated and approved by the Charity
Commission in 2020 are:
·       The relief of persons resident in the Parish of Hinxton who are in need, hardship or
distress.
·       To benefit the residents of Hinxton by providing or assisting in the provision of
facilities in the interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure time occupation
with the objective of improving the conditions of life of the residents.

The Ann Howsden Charity constitution states that, in addition to the ex officio Trustee
(the vicar), there should be 8 Trustees who are appointed for a (renewable) term of 4
years.  The Charity is currently looking for potential Trustees to fill an immediate
vacancy and another that is likely to arise towards the end of the year.   There are no
specific criteria other than being a resident of Hinxton who cares about the welfare
and quality of life of all Hinxtonians and who will respect the privacy of beneficiaries.  
It is our aim to be able collectively to represent the interests of all villagers to help the
Charity meet its Objectives and it is therefore valuable to have Trustees with diverse
backgrounds, experience and skills.  The current trustees are Andy Brown, Chloe
Brown, Chris Elliott, Benoit Genevier, Jacqui Gruby, Jenny Goodwin and Ian Pearson.  
In addition to the Trustees, Alison King and Nicholas Cliffe facilitate the smooth
running of the Charity as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. 

The requirements of being a Trustee need not be particularly onerous in terms of time
commitment.  Meetings are held in the evening on a quarterly basis, with additional
meetings/email discussions to deal with any issue requiring immediate attention.  
Trustees divide up tasks (e.g. drafting and updating documents, liaison with agents for
the rental properties, management of investments) between them on a voluntary basis
according to their interests and experience.  The Charity has developed and will
continue to update policies and procedures to help meet the responsibilities laid out
by the Charity Commission and will ensure that new Trustees are made familiar with
these.

If you are interested in becoming a Trustee, please send a letter of application with
information on your association with Hinxton and the contribution you feel you could
make as a Trustee by email to annhowsdencharity@outlook.com or hard copy to the
Ann Howsden Trust, The Grange, 8 Hall Farm Barns, Hunts Lane,  Hinxton.  Please feel
free to reach out to any of the current Trustees for an informal discussion prior to
submitting your application, which should be received by the 31  July 2025.st
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NOVEMBER 7th—16th 2025 
 

This is a Friends of Hinxton Church event designed to raise funds
to improve our fabulous St Mary and St John church. 

*These events will be ticket only entry bookable in advance.
Details will follow nearer the time 

The whole Hinkledux community, including our friends from the 
Wellcome Social Club, will be invited to participate in a fun packed programme. 

The Village Hall will transform into an ARTS CAFÉ offering light lunches and a superb afternoon tea. 
On show and for sale will be a display of talented local ART. 

At least one item per artist will be offered for auction. 

TIMETABLE FOR THE WEEK
Friday the 7th

A free to enter Fireworks Display* hosted by the Wellcome Social Club 

Sunday the 9th 
Our traditional War Memorial service at 11am. 

At 7pm a Remembrance Tribute performance to honour our village heroes 
who perished in WWII. A memorable and moving night of music and poetry. 

Monday the 10th for five days 
The ARTS CAFÉ will open for light lunches and afternoon teas. 

An ART and BOOK SALE will be on display in the Café. 

Tuesday the 11th
HINXTON FEST QUIZ* with Duxford, Ickleton, Wellcome Social Club and Hinxton

teams competing for the inaugural HINXFEST trophy 

Friday the 14th 
Illuminations at the Church with the light up planned for 7pm 

AUCTION of ART and drinks in the Village Hall at 8pm 

Saturday the 15th 
KID’S INDOOR PICNIC* with a professional entertainer at 2pm 

Sunday the 16th 

A GRAND FINALE* with MUSIC and COMEDY in the CHURCH 



Parish Council Update
Notes from Parish Council Meeting 

14th April 2025
Updates
Wellcome Trust Campus Development.  
There is a liaison group meeting next week at Hinxton Hall. Mike Boagey has been
talking to the Social Club on the Campus and they seem keen that Hinxton residents
have use of some of the facilities on the present site. These include the tennis courts,
Social Club, Gym, Bollywood dancing and Taekwondo. There is the issue of security
and accessing the site. MB to find out more details.

Village Hall extension. 
The Moses have drafted an initial design of the new Hall. This will be shown to the PC
at the next meeting before being presented to residents.

Wetlands Committee.  
A meeting was held recently, Minutes will be posted on the PC website once received.

Playground. 
Bolts for the seesaw seat have arrived, Clerk to arrange having this repaired. Safety
inspection due this month

Quiet Lanes.  
More data has been received but more is needed, the survey form can be found in
previous Hinxton Newsletter.

Highways.  
A505 report. More talks to be held as the current plan not fit for purpose. Probably
hear something in June after elections. The path to Whittlesford station should be in
with these talks of improving A505 and the McDonalds roundabout. 
 The Highways depot at Whittlesford is due to be moved.   Clerk has applied through
the Local Highway Improvement grant for Hunts Lane to become  one-way, from High
Street to A1301. She has also applied for the 20mph zone to include all Hinxton and
Hunts Lane.

River/weir report. 
Martin Fordham is to give up responsibility for the sluices after 
he and his father before him have looked after them for more than 50 years. It has
been an amazing service to the community and we thank him for all his time 
and efforts. Volunteers may be needed in the future to raise and lower the sluice gates,
The gates themselves are hard to move due to the tree roots causing the gap for the 
 gates   to narrow. A meeting is to be arranged between Peter McDonald, Cambridge
Past   Present and Future, Wellcome Trust and the Environment Agency to discuss the  
future plans, including a possible new weir.

Buying a speed restriction unit: 
Clerk has been looking into options and costings. A walk round of the village is to be
done to see where it could go, the plan is for it to be moved to different locations in the
village.
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New items for discussion 
Installing another dog poo bin at northern end of the Village. 
It was agreed to buy 2 new freestanding litter/dog poo bins. One to replace the one
near the Mill, one to be at the Ford parking area and the small bin from the Mill to
be located somewhere at the North End Road/High St area- maybe at the bus stop
or near there? Final location to be decided.

Applying to make the Red Lion an Asset of Community Value. 
Clerk to follow this up. 
ANPR 
Can we have data when the units are installed by U & C? This will be asked at the
next Liaison meeting.

Buy an editing tool subscription. 
It was agreed to buy this subscription as it is needed to edit and format documents
on the website. To be shared cost with Babraham Parish Council, £30 per annum
each council.

Purchase flag and rope for VE Day celebrations. 
This was voted on and all in agreement.

FINANCE
Bank Balances at  7th April 2025 
Current A/C  :  £3199.85                
Business /AC : 41,652.47    
Village Hall sec 106 /AC    £4711.49
Total:         £49.563.81       

Planning Applications Received. 
Proposal: Creation of office/R&D units (Use Class E).
Site address: Land West Of Hinxton Grange Pumping Station Cambridge Road
Hinxton
Reference: 25/00839/FUL
Public Access Link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/25/00839/FUL

A site visit to be arranged and an Extraordinary meeting to be called to discuss.

Dates of next meetings at Hinxton Village Hall
May 12   Annual Parish Meeting  at 7pm th

followed by 
Annual Meeting of the  Parish Council 7.30 approx.

June  9  7.30 Hinxton Village Hall th
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THE CHESTERFORDS, ICKLETON & HINXTON WI
We meet at The Chapel, Carmel Street, Great Chesterford

on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.45 pm unless
otherwise indicated.

 
New Members and Visitors always welcome!

 
To find out more please ring:

Jayne Greenwood on 01799 530177 
email: thecih.wi@outlook.com

www.theWI.org.uk
 

One of the aims of the WI is to advance the education of
women and girls.

Each year our programme consists of speakers on a wide
variety of subjects. In addition, we organise a range of

activities including coffee mornings, a quarterly lunch club,
a book club, theatre visits, a Craft Morning and an annual

New Year Dinner.
 

Upcoming meetings:
May 21st- Uttlesford Foodbank by Katy Mendes-Day

June 18th- Members’ Birthday Tea Party
July 16th- An Introduction to Belly Dancing by Sue Baker

WI
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Potatoes Dauphinoise 

This is one of the best potato dishes I’ve ever tasted - and so easy! 

Serves 6 as a side 

1 kg Maris Piper (or any all-rounder) potatoes
300 ml double cream
300 ml whole milk
40g butter
1 or 2 smallish cloves garlic, grated
Whole nutmeg for grating
Salt and pepper 

Peel the potatoes and slice very, very thinly. I use a food processor with a
slicing attachment. In a large, shallow gratin dish, arrange a layer of potato
slices, a sprinkle of garlic, pepper and salt, then another layer of potatoes
and seasoning. Mix the cream and milk together, pour over the potatoes,
sprinkle with some freshly grated nutmeg, fleck the butter over the surface
and bake at 160ºC for about an hour and a half. Allow to stand for 2-3
minutes then serve immediately. 

NB My husband dislikes garlic so I sometimes leave it out, it still tastes
delicious. 

Recipe Corner!

PS that pic is not supposed to be Linda... !
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1st Whittlesford & Duxford Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
need your help!

 
We need help with Explorers (age 14-18 years on Friday 19:30-
21:30). Sadly, this section will cease to exist if no new
volunteers are found by the end of the summer term.

If you or someone you know can help please get in touch. They
do not have to be a parent or have any scouting experience just
lots of enthusiasm!

Our Javelins Cubs (age 8-10.5 Thursday 18:30-20:00) could also
really use additional help.

Lastly, if you know people with young children, we have got
spaces in both our Beaver sections Wildwood Beavers -
Wednesday 18:30-19:30 and Forest Beavers - Friday 18:15-
19:15. Beavers is open to boys and girls aged 6-7yrs, leaving
after they turn 8. 

For more information see https://wanddscouts.org.uk or
contact Marc (Group Scout Leader) macron.scouts@gmail.com
or 07727123 684
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We know that being outside is good for our wellbeing, both mental and physical. Besides the open
countryside, we are fortunate in The Hundred Parishes to have parks and gardens where we can
walk, sit and enjoy nature. I will mention just a few.

Bridge End Gardens in Saffron Walden was created by a local businessman and Quaker, Francis
Gibson, in the 1840s. It is now managed by Saffron Waldon Town Council. Delights to explore
include the hedge maze, rose garden and Dutch garden.

The Gardens of Easton Lodge in Little Easton have limited opening hours which can be found on
our website www.hundredparishes.org.uk. They were designed by Harold Peto in 1902 for the
Countess of Warwick who lived at Easton Lodge. 

In Sawbridgeworth, Pishiobury Park was redesigned by Capability Brown in the 18th century as an
enclosed park. It is a registered historic park and includes wet woodland, grazed fields, an oak walk,
meadows and part of the River Stort.

Birchanger Wood comprises 69 acres of ancient coppiced woodland, managed and owned by the
Birchanger Wood Trust. Three miles of all-weather, wheelchair-friendly paths make it easy to
explore.

In Stansted Mountfitchet, the Aubrey Buxton Nature Reserve is a 25 acre woodland with six man-
made ponds. It was originally part of the park and garden of Aubrey Buxton’s house. He was a co-
founder of the World Wildlife Trust and donated the land to Essex Wildlife Trust. Today you can
enjoy circular walks passing the ponds through the wood.

June is the month when many private gardens open to the public, even groups of gardens in
Duxford and Ickleton – details appear on the What’s On section of our website.

We hope you enjoy the summer and explore some of our wonderful parks and gardens.

Ken McDonald, Secretary

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Bridge End Gardens 
Saffron Walden 
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Saturday June 14th 2-5pm 



Hinxton Classifieds
Have you got something you want to sell?

Exchange? Offer? Here is the space to do it!

Check out
Hinxton’s Facebook

page and the
parish council

website. Great
ways to keep up to
date with Hinxton
news and events
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Delicious homemade
marmalades, jams and chutneys.

Locally made with all natural ingredients.
Traditional and unusual flavours.

(Any new suggestions are very welcome). 

Delivery to your door within 5 miles of Hinxton, or
collection from Hinxton. 

Contact for details of the full selection.
delmafenton@hotmail.com

07913 638637
Do sign up to our Newsletter to keep

up to date.

Best wishes to all

Alex, Nikol, Shane, James 
and the teams

 

info@redlionhinxton.co.uk 

01799 530 601
www.redlionhinxton.co.uk

Happy May to all from us all at
The Red Lion.

Thank you again for all your
support – whether a jazz night, our

garden over Easter or a Friendly
Friday drink or some other random

pop in.

Our next Friendly Friday (village
drinks and Happy Hour 6-7pm) is

set for Friday 2  May. These have
picked up a super atmosphere - all

are welcome.

nd

Our Spring Menu is out and going
down very well. Best sellers so far: 
Sautéed Asparagus – pea bavarois,

chive oil, crispy hen egg
Rack of Lamb – mini shepherds pie,
broad beans, wild garlic foam, feta

cheese & lamb jus
Pea & Broadbean Shakshuka –

spring vegetables, onion flatbread,
mint yogurt & paprika potato

wedges
Apricot Frangipane Tart – cherry
sorbet, charred apricots, lemon

caviar, pistachio
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Ickle - Gigs
LIVE at the ICKLETON SOCIAL CLUB

Saturday 24th May 7.30pm
Insurance Men

Emanating from Cambridge, the
Insurance men have been in

existence for just over two years.
Without following the herd they put
their own stamp on well known and

lesser known alternative, garage and
punky beauties. A rapid rise on the

local music scene has seen them play
both Strawberry Fayre, the Junction,

and other music venues with their
claim to be the 'best band in the UK

(in their price range) for what they do',
Simon, Andrew and Kev, 

the Insurance Men
will play an energetic high octane set,
so bring your dancing ears, boots and

enjoy.
For more Ickle-Gig information look

up Ickle-gigs on Facebook, 
or message on 07377068736.

David Parr House
 

We are an independent charity founded in
2014 to care for and preserve 186 Gwydir

Street in Cambridge, a house previously
owned by a working-class Victorian artist,
David Parr. The house is a unique survival
of Arts and Crafts workmanship layered
with 20th-century social history and was
lived in by the same family for over 125

years.
 

The House is now open to visitors, and we
host events, workshops and exhibitions.
Alongside our artistic programme and

work to care for the house, we also
undertake important research into David

Parr and the decorating company he
worked for, F R Leach & Sons. The

company was renowned for creating Arts
& Crafts interiors for churches and grand

buildings nationally and around
Cambridge city and the surrounding

villages. We are still learning much about
the company from our visitors and about
the creative industries in Cambridge from
people whose parents and grandparents

worked in them. 
 

 There are many ways to get involved with
the project, including visiting,

volunteering, donating, attending events
and spreading the word. 

 
You can find more about us on our website

here: https://davidparrhouse.org/
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