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Copying facilities and paper are generously provided by the Wellcome Trust.

Please send in your photos, questions, and comments to stephanie_lott@hotmail.com
ensuring that any submissions reach us by no later than the 15th each month

Hinxton News is an independent village newsletter, established and run by
volunteers and distributed free of charge to approximately 160 Hinxton households.

Our mission is to inform the residents of Hinxton of local news and issues,
while promoting inclusion and fostering a strong spirit of community.

Disclaimer 
The Editors are not responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors nor do

they accept responsibility for the accuracy of information contained in the
advertisements. Any views expressed by the editors via their own article submissions

are their own and do not express the views or opinions of Hinxton News.
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 HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL

Useful Contacts
District & County Councillor: Peter McDonald

Tel 07912 669092 
email: peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament: Pippa Heylings 
Email: pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk 

Website: https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
Parliamentary office 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA

From January 2025, Parish Council Meetings will be held every month in the
Village Hall, generally on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

Website: https://www.hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Have you ever thought about becoming a parish
councillor? 

We currently have a vacancy

Village Hall Bookings; c/o Kate Riley. 
Tel; 01799530350    

 Email: Hinxtonvillagehall.booking@gmail.com 

Vacancy
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Greetings to my fellow Hinxton residents. Hope you’re
all well and ready for your summer  holidays,
wherever you may go and however you may spend
them. 

Just to note that there aren’t any notes from July’s
parish council meeting. They will be included next
month when there will  also there will be photos and a
report on the Garden Party. 

Take care and see you around and about.
 

Steph 
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You’re such a gannet…
Having long known them as metaphors for greediness, before this year I’d never seen a real
live gannet but now I am a gannet superfan…. Well… almost…

We were walking beside the Firth of Forth this spring when I first spotted one.  A huge white
bird, circling above the sea, then seamlessly folding in its wings and diving at speed into the
waves.  I resorted to Google to find out the name of this impressive predator: a gannet.  
Teenage years spent listening to Monty Python sketches meant that the voice of the late
great Graham Chapman immediately came to mind (Well, I don't like them. They wet their
nests).*

Since that first sighting in Scotland, we’ve also seen England’s only mainland breeding
colony, at Bempton Cliffs in East Yorkshire.  Thousands of these birds (along with guillemots,
razorbills and puffins) inhabit the craggy walls of chalk that emerge from the swirling waves
like seabird towerblocks.  A cliff full of gannets is incredibly noisy and quite smelly: Graham
Chapman – you weren’t far wrong.  Walking further away from the edge, they are observed
to better effect.  Elegantly they rise up from the invisible rock face below, effortlessly riding
the air currents to meet you at eye level.

Like most seabirds, they are under pressure.  The UK’s colonies of northern gannets (which
make up over half the total global population of this species) have been hard hit by avian flu
epidemics.  And that’s without dangers from the plastic that fills the seas and diminishing
stocks of fish.

But here’s the thing that catches my imagination: gannets aren’t so much a poster-bird for
greed as a possible symbol of fidelity and devotion.  They pair for life, return to the same
nesting site, year by year.  Amongst their extensive repertoire of bonding rituals, they have
been known to give each other gifts of feathers, grass or flowers.  And they share the
childcare, both partners looking after the chick that hatches from the single egg laid each
year.  Perhaps being called a gannet is not such an insult after all.

Best wishes

Lydia

* the Bookshop sketch
r

CHURCH NEWS
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CONTACTS
Rev Lydia Smith revlydiasmith@gmail.com

Hinkledux Parish Administrator hinkleduxpa@gmail.com
Additional contact details can be found on the website http://www.hinkledux.com/
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Raising Agents Needed For 
Hinxton’s Historic Watermill

An urgent appeal has been launched for £20,000 to repair Hinxton Watermill. 

Water is essential to a mill, but like all the elements, it also has the potential to cause
damage. Since Hinxton’s mill was saved from demolition 40 years ago after a campaign
by villagers and given a new role as a working museum, the constant flow of the river
and wintry conditions have eroded the millrace route under the building.

A survey for Cambridge Past Present and Future (CPPF), which owns the mill, has
shown mortar and areas of brickwork need repair if it is to continue to run safely.

The village now has the only watermill now working on the River Cam, and the charity is
determined to keep it open for the public. Specially designed scaffolding in the tunnel
will be essential for the experts working underneath the building. The bridge brickwork
also needs repair to the coping stones, so a target of £20,000 has been set to pay for
repairs. The appeal by CPPF has got off to a brisk start, already reaching halfway.

There has been a water mill on the site for over 1,000 years and the millers have always
needed to keep up the constant maintenance necessary to keep it working. 

If you feel you can help to raise funds for this iconic building, here are some ways to
boost the fund:
1)    Support open days at the mill, usually the first Sunday of the month. This month on
August 3 and the next September 7.
2)    Become a member of CPPF, based at Wandlebury, which strives to keep areas of
the countryside open to all. 
3)    Become a volunteer for the mill and welcome visitors on open days and help care
for the building.
4)    Donate to the appeal to the charity using the link https://CambridgePPF.org/appeals.
Appeal leaflets also available at the village hall, the Red Lion, and Duxford Community
Centre. For more information contact Sue and Chris Elliott at Miller’s cottage, next to the
mill.
5)    Bake cakes or savouries for a big fund-raising tea at the village hall on Sunday,
September 7, 2.30 pm. SAVE THE DATE.
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A surprise self-seeded
Sunflower in Mary Ellis' garden
and she'd love to share it with

the village
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Celebrate another wonderful Hinxton summer with your friends and the
Village Hall Committee at the ever popular Supper on the Run

For anyone new to the village, or to the idea, this is a great way to make new
friends. Meet as a small group in one house for a starter, then move to a
different house and a different group of people for your main course. For
puddings everyone gets together at the Village Hall.

You choose whether to host a starter or a main course at your house, or to
bring a pudding and wine to the hall.

If you would like to join us please email the details below to Rosemary or
Julia by August 30th.

Rosemary Breen rosemaryjbreen@gmail.com
Julia Lowndes jlowndes@me.com

Name
Address
Phone
Email

Which course do you wish to provide? Starter, Main or Dessert

How many people can you host including yourselves?

Do you have any dietary restrictions or allergies?

Please reply by August 30th 

Details of participants and your individual itineraries will be communicated

Saturday 
September 13th

Page 13

mailto:rosemaryjbreen@gmail.com
mailto:jlowndes@me.com


THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Page 14

While we tend to think of religious houses as a bygone era, Pleshey has one
that is relatively new and active: its House of Retreat was founded as a
convent in the early 1900s and became the first Diocesan Retreat House in
England in 1927.

Ken McDonald, Secretary

Before the “dissolution of the monasteries”, instigated in
1536 by King Henry VIII, the Hundred Parishes area had
its fair share of religious houses – monasteries, convents,
abbeys and priories. The remains of some can still be
seen today.

Tilty Abbey is one. It was founded for
Cistercian monks in 1153 and prospered
mainly due to the wool trade before being
dissolved. In 1220 a chapel was built outside
the abbey gates for use by visitors. The
chapel survives and today functions as Tilty’s
parish church. Little remains of the other
abbey buildings but the site can be visited;
interpretation boards inform the visitor and
give an artist’s impression of what the site
would have looked like.

Tilty Abbey Ruins

Little Dunmow Priory was founded in 1104 and was home to Augustinian monks
until the Dissolution. Most of the priory church was demolished but the southern
aisle survived. It is now used as the parish church. 

Several of our larger hospitality venues were developed on sites of former
religious houses: Hanbury Manor in Thundridge was once Poles Convent, Down
Hall in Hatfield Heath evolved from a 14th-century monastery, while Leez Priory
in Felsted became the home of Richard Rich through his leading role in dissolving
the monasteries. Saffron Walden, Audley End House was built on the

site of Walden Abbey, founded in the 12th century
and whose lands were granted in 1538 to Sir Thomas
Audley, Henry VIII’s Lord Chancellor. The present
house was built some 60 years later by his grandson
Thomas Howard.

Audley End House



Hinxton Classifieds
Have you got something you want to sell?

Exchange? Offer? Here is the space to do it!

Check out
 Hinxton’s

Facebook page and
the parish council

website. 
Great ways to keep

up to date with
Hinxton news and

events

Don’t forget folks, every first Friday of the month is
Friendly Friday 

at 
the Red Lion. 

Pop in anytime between 6 and 7.30pm for a chat and a
drink with fellow villagers. 

Happy hour drinks from 6pm to 7pm, courtesy of Alex.
So the next FF is Aug 1st!

Just one rule: - rounds are out of bounds, 

Buy your own!

FRIENDLY FRIDAYS
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Greetings to Hinxton Villagers from all at The Red Lion Inn

Happy August to all from us all at The Red Lion.

Thank you again for all your support – whether a quiz night, or a Friendly Friday drink or some other
random pop in. We have a busy August ahead, so stand by.

Friday 1st August
Pint of Music in the Garden – free entry
Troubador Busker Tony Black returning to entertain us
Fish Specials Board – including HinxFest trial home-made scampi & chips

Sunday 10th August
Inaugural Sunday Garden Jazz Party – free entry
Nick Antoniou Jazz Quartet
Jazz sets 3-5pm
BBQ 12-5pm
(Evening full menu 6-8pm)
 – booking highly advised – tables will be reserved in the garden
Drinkers welcome but tables might all be reserved for diners
BYO chairs/rugs welcome

Friday 15  Augustth

Annual Garden Party – free entry – advanced tickets only
5:30-7pm 
Welcome Drinks, canapes, steel band, raffle, (sun?) …
We need to manage numbers for this one – so tickets in advance only - please rsvp to the invitation
sent out to our newsletter subscribers. If you did not receive yours – please email me:
alex@redlionhinxton.co.uk.
Dining Options – booking strongly advised:
5:30-6:45pm normal menus
7-9pm BBQ

Earlier Food Offering @ 5:30pm 
A reminder that we are now serving food from 5:30pm every day (except Sunday: evening food still
6-8pm). This continues to be very popular. 

Hinxtonian Special Offers
To allow more spontaneity, the current offer is 15% off food to all Hinxtonians anytime. Booking
ahead would be a great help but not mandatory. If not booked then we will do our best but need to
fit around those who have booked. (As standard, this offer cannot be combined with any other offer
available).
Please register when booking online or on arrival with your name, house number and email address.

Quiz Night
SAVE THE DATE for our third Quiz Night Friday 26th September.

Friendly Friday
Our next Friendly Friday (village drinks and Happy Hour 6-7pm) is set for Friday 1st August. Come
and join the party 😊
Do sign up to our Newsletter and/or follow our Instagram redlionhinxton to keep up to date.

Best wishes to all
Alex, Nikol, Shane, James and the teams

     info@redlionhinxton.co.uk         01799 530 601    www.redlionhinxton.co.uk
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Ickle-Gigs
LIVE at the ICKLETON SOCIAL CLUB

Saturday 16th August 7.30pm
Moonshine Coyote

 
Moonshine Coyote are a unique cigar box quartet, playing a blend of Blues, Americana,
and a hint of Rockabilly. As well as the band made,hand made cigar box guitars, there is

also a lap steel guitar, to enhance the sound, and a cajon rather than drums to provide the
tight backbeat along with Ameriken on the Bass. For more info look them up on

www.moonshinecoyote.co.uk

For more Ickle-Gig information look up Ickle-gigs on Facebook, 
or message Liz on 07377068736.

Delicious homemade marmalades,
jams and chutneys.

Locally made with all natural
ingredients. Traditional and unusual
flavours. (Any new suggestions are

very welcome). 
Delivery to your door within 5 miles of

Hinxton, or collection from Hinxton. 
Contact for details of the full selection. 

delmafenton@hotmail.com 
07913 638637
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Just before you go.... 

Your paragraph text

We still have allotments available
We still need another parish councillor
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