
ANN HOWSDEN CHARITY 

Call for Trustees – May 2025 

The Charity of Ann Howsden was set up in 1631 when Ann Howsden, who is buried in the churchyard 

in Hinxton, bequeathed the income of her estate in Moggerhanger, Bedfordshire to benefit the ‘poor 

and needy’ of Hinxton.  This land has all been sold and the current assets of the Charity include four 

bungalows (numbers 2, 4, 6 and 8 Duxford Road), three of which are let out at affordable rents to 

people with a strong association with Hinxton. 

The Objectives of the Charity, which were updated and approved by the Charity Commission in 2020 

are: 

• The relief of persons resident in the Parish of Hinxton who are in need, hardship or distress. 

• To benefit the residents of Hinxton by providing or assisting in the provision of facilities in the 

interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure time occupation with the objective of 

improving the conditions of life of the residents. 

The Ann Howsden Charity constitution states that, in addition to the ex officio Trustee (the vicar), 

there should be 8 Trustees who are appointed for a (renewable) term of 4 years.  The Charity is 

currently looking for potential Trustees to fill an immediate vacancy and another that is likely to arise 

towards the end of the year.   There are no specific criteria other than being a resident of Hinxton who 

cares about the welfare and quality of life of all Hinxtonians and who will respect the privacy of 

beneficiaries.  It is our aim to be able collectively to represent the interests of all villagers to help the 

Charity meet its Objectives and it is therefore valuable to have Trustees with diverse backgrounds, 

experience and skills.  The current trustees are Andy Brown, Chloe Brown, Chris Elliott, Benoit 

Genevier, Jacqui Gruby, Jenny Goodwin and Ian Pearson.  In addition to the Trustees, Alison King and 

Nicholas Cliffe facilitate the smooth running of the Charity as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.  

The requirements of being a Trustee need not be particularly onerous in terms of time commitment.  

Meetings are held in the evening on a quarterly basis, with additional meetings/email discussions to 

deal with any issue requiring immediate attention.  Trustees divide up tasks (e.g. drafting and updating 

documents, liaison with agents for the rental properties, management of investments) between them 

on a voluntary basis according to their interests and experience.  The Charity has developed and will 

continue to update policies and procedures to help meet the responsibilities laid out by the Charity 

Commission and will ensure that new Trustees are made familiar with these. 

If you are interested in becoming a Trustee, please send a letter of application with information on 

your association with Hinxton and the contribution you feel you could make as a Trustee by email to 

annhowsdencharity@outlook.com or hard copy to the Ann Howsden Trust, The Grange, 8 Hall Farm 

Barns, Hunts Lane,  Hinxton.  Please feel free to reach out to any of the current Trustees for an informal 

discussion prior to submitting your application, which should be received by the 31st July 2025. 

mailto:annhowsdencharity@outlook.com

