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Email: andy.brown@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Chair Vice Chair
Vacancy

Email: ceri.williams@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Councillor
Chris Elliott

Email: chris.elliott@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Councillor
Sarah Robinson

Email: sarah.robinson@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Councillor
Mike Boagey

Email: mike.boagey@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Parish Clerk
Anne Charteris

Email: clerk@hinxton-pc.gov.uk
Tel: 01799 531827

Councillor
Hugh Taylor

Email: hugh.taylor@hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Councillor
Andy Brown

  HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL

Useful Contacts

District & County Councillor: Peter McDonald. 
Tel 07912 669092 

email: peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament: Pippa Heylings
Email: pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk

Website: https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
Parliamentary office
House of Commons

London
SW1A 0AA

From January 2025, Parish Council Meetings will be held every month in the
Village Hall, generally on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

Website: https://www.hinxton-pc.gov.uk
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Ceri Williams

Have you ever thought about becoming a parish councillor? We currently have a vacancy

mailto:mike.boagey@hinxton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
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IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE...

Greetings to my fellow Hinxton residents. I hope you are all surviving the weather. So far
this year we’ve had freezing temperatures and howling winds. What next? 

This month I’ve been getting out for walks as much as possible, despite the weather, and
am enjoying the delights of winter. I’ve had the good fortune to experience several
murmurations at RSPB Fowlmere, and a reverse one (where the starlings fly up from the
reed beds where they spend the night) as dawn was breaking, on the coldest day of the
year so far. They were closely followed by a sparrow hawk ( I think! I’m not an expert in
these matters) who banked past so close to the hide that we could see the underside of his
wings.

I’ve used St Valentine’s day as my inspiration for this month’s cover. While some view it as
overly commercial, at its core, St Valentine's Day offers a reminder to pause and celebrate
the relationships that make life meaningful. It's nice to have a designated time to focus on
spreading love to others. I think we could all use a little more of that, given the world events
at the moment. 

Steph 
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CHURCH NEWS
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It’s also known in North America as Groundhog Day (as in in the film), another tradition
about the end of winter, but where an animal takes centre stage.  In the US and Canada,
it’s a groundhog that predicts the weather; forecasts in the tradition’s European origins
were down to badgers in German-speaking areas and bears in Hungary.  

For times and places with long winters, any hint about the end of the cold and dark would
be welcome.  But what about now? Our warming planet is seeing less snow and ice and
more uncertainty. Even as our technologies for predicting weather are more effective,
the climate is becoming more unstable, familiar patterns are disrupted and the old
traditions don’t hold so well.

Christians believe that God works unceasingly in the world.  In the story of Noah, after
the devastating flood God promises that, as long as the earth endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.  For modern
people these words have a rather different resonance to how they might have sounded
to the characters in the story, surveying what’s left after the floodwaters have subsided.
Yet while the promise does not provide a get-out clause for any of us (it’s not as simple as
“don’t worry, everything’s going to be fine!”), it nevertheless gives hope as we work out
how to live in our rapidly changing climate.

Best wishes

Lydia

THE MIDPOINT

I am writing this on the day when the first -
possibly the only - snow of winter lies on the
ground. I have just taken down the Christmas
decorations, clearing the house for a new year.
And I am thinking ahead about the next month,
February, when we start to put winter behind us. 

On 2 February the church celebrates Candlemas,
where we retell the story of Jesus as a baby
being presented in the Temple, as it were
showing him to the wider world. Here, we turn
away from Christmas and start to think about
Easter. The festival marks a more general
seasonal turning point, too: this is halfway
between the shortest day and the spring
equinox. 



 

Light Up

2024 

 
A big thank you to Father Christmas, his Elves and Rudolph who all
looked wonderful. Thanks also to everyone who decorated their houses
and joined in with the festivities. The Village Hall Committee did a
great job, serving mulled wine and warm mince pies. Donations of 
£225 were made and this has been sent to the food bank. 

Hinxton
Reportage

05



Parish Council Update
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Hinxton Parish Council: Notes from Meeting held 13th January 2025
Ceri Williams was voted in as the new Chair of the PC.
Wellcome Trust Campus Development.  
Members of the Parish Council are arranging an informal meeting with Urban and Civic
to discuss the development and any issues that have arisen. Date to be confirmed.
Wetlands Committee.    Next meeting is on the 26th Feb   
Playground
The repairs have now been done and new goalposts put in.
Quiet Lanes. 
Mike Boagey has been liaising with Duxford PC re this proposal. It was proposed to do a
walk through with Councillors from both villages, then a survey of road users both when
the ates are open and then again when shut, considering all users. A Quiet Lane may not
necessarily mean no vehicles, but a chance to make the area better for all users and cut
down speed of vehicles. 
 Highways.  
Clerk has applied for the Local Highways Improvement grant for a 20mph speed limit
throughout the village, including Hunts Lane, which will be one way.
War Memorial. Work has been booked to re-do the lettering, clean the Memorial, and
straighten the railings. This will be done later in the Spring/early summer depending on
suitable weather conditions.
 Neighbourhood Watch
An article was put in the Hinxton News to see if anyone was interested in starting up a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, but no interest shown as yet.
Wi-Fi in Village Hall
This is now installed and working.
Plans for piece of land behind the Hall: this is on hold until after the Village Hall has
been decided on. To be added to the May Agenda for possible discussion
Village Hall extension:
Andy Brown has asked James Tipping from SCDC Planning dept for some up-to-date
figures, considering inflation and costs.
Stage B has increased from £67k to £81k
Stage C has increased from £491k to £593k;  these may increase again in the future.
Documents for Design Guidance and Architectural services have been drawn up and
agreed in principle. 



Legal advice is not available from Parish Council bodies such as NALC and CAPALC,
so HPC will need to check this out. This will be included in the Design Guidance
contract. It was agreed that this would be signed off; AB to keep track of costs
incurred. HPC have £5400 set aside for any legal and design costs. If it comes to
more than this amount, then it was proposed that costs could be taken from HPC
account, with agreement from the PC,  to be repaid once the next amount of money
received from the Sec106. Any savings from stage A would be carried to stage B,
any savings from stage B to be carried to stage C.  Contracts to be signed and copies
sent for the PC files.

FINANCE
The Precept was discussed and agreed to stay the same at £16,585. This is the third
year that it has not been raised. 

Bank Balances at  2nd January 2025 
Current A/C  :  5240.78                  
Business /AC : 41,548.79             
Village Hall sec 106 /AC    £5406.49
Total:         £52,196.06 
           
Next Meeting Feb 10th
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South Cambs District
Report 
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Parish Council Report  January 2025 

South Cambs Council
Severe Weather Emergency Provision (SWEP)
Under our SWEP, we are able to accommodate those who would not usually be
accommodated in temporary accommodation. We can support you during periods
of prolonged cold, damp or windy weather during the months of November to
March.
Anyone in South Cambridgeshire who needs to access this service should contact
us by one of the following methods to speak with our Housing Advice and
Homelessness Team:

email: housingadvice@scambs.gov.uk             
call: 01954 713 000
emergency out of hours telephone: 01253 501 117

Frozen green waste bins 
At this time of year there is a risk that the contents of green bins can freeze and
stick to the inside, preventing the bins from being emptied properly. The council’s
web pages on bins and recycling contain some advice on how to minimise the risk
of your bin freezing. Please circulate this and keep residents informed to help
minimise this frustrating problem. In January and February the green bins will be
emptied once a month (on 7 January and 4 February). From the beginning of
March, they will be emptied fortnightly again. 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/our-policies-and-what-happens-
to-your-recycling-and-waste

Assets of Community Value 
The council maintains a list of Assets of Community Value. These are buildings or
land which further the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community,
have done so in the recent past, or have the potential to do so in the near future.
The current register includes The Chequers at Pampisford, and The Ickleton Lion.
Parish Councils and other community groups are encouraged to nominate
candidates for listing where appropriate to help protect these key facilities from
being lost to the community.

 

mailto:housingadvice@scambs.gov.uk
tel:01954713000
tel:01253501117
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/our-policies-and-what-happens-to-your-recycling-and-waste
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/our-policies-and-what-happens-to-your-recycling-and-waste
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Council Tax increase for vacant properties
From April 2026, Council Tax will be doubled on long-term vacant properties in South
Cambridgeshire as an incentive to bring the estimated 2600 empty properties in the
district into use. Exemptions exist for properties that are on the market, subject to
probate, or are under renovation. This approach has been used successfully by other
councils to bring properties back into use and is expected to help address the high
demand for housing in the district. It is estimated that the change will generate an
additional £100,000 a year in income for South Cambridgeshire which will help support
vital frontline services. 
 
Help for people working with health problems
The District Council has worked in partnership with neighbouring councils to launch a
free programme called WorkWell, offering help to anyone struggling to find or keep a
job due to health problems. This is a valuable initiative that seeks to improve the lives of
those affected, to work with the wider community to understand and overcome the
barriers involved, and to help boost our local economy. 
 
Government consultation on Right to Buy 
On 20 November the government launched a consultation seeking views on how the
Right to Buy should be reformed to deliver a fairer and more sustainable scheme. The
consultation closes on 15 January 2025.

Cambs County Council

County Council Budget 2025/26
I’ve deliberately focused on the 2025/26 budget as this is the key issue right now.

The county council has shared its proposals to continue delivering its vision of a
creating a greener, fairer and more caring Cambridgeshire. Part of these proposals
will identify the Council’s priorities for where to spend over £1billion to deliver
services and support for people and communities across the county. Priorities
included with the draft Business Plan and Budget are:
Investing £21 million into the county’s 4,500 miles of road network, footpaths,
cycleways, and drainage systems in 2025-26, with a further £20 million being
invested in 2026-27.
Investing £20 million over the next 3 years to support providers of adult social care
services to pay care workers the Real Living Wage, helping to recruit and retain
people to deliver these essential services.
Investing £6.8 million in low carbon heating for schools and council buildings and
£8.7 million being invested to deliver enhanced and upgraded household waste
recycling centres in Milton and March.



However, rising demand for the services we provide, along with the costs of
those services also rising, continues to impact the county council’s available
funding, just as is the case with many other local authorities. That means we also
must continue to make difficult choices about where we spend and where we
make savings.
This means we have a budget gap of £34.2 million in 2025-26 which needs to be
closed.
As part of the report to be discussed by councillors, this includes a proposed
council tax increase of 4.99% for 2025-26. This increase, if approved, would
generate around £20 million in additional funding, not only helping the council to
balance the books and set a legal budget, but more importantly, meaning we can
commit to:
continuing the record level of investment in the county’s highway and cycleway
network that we started last year.

1.

ensuring that adult care services can continue to support and protect vulnerable
adults by investing over £30 million to meet rising demand and costs and
supporting the social care workforce.

2.

funding almost £0.8 Billion investment in capital expenditure to build vital
schools, investing in care and community facilities, including libraries, and
continue to deliver our ambitious net zero target.

3.

provide £2.5m to maintain holiday school vouchers for those most in need.4.
sustaining home to school transport for children in education right across the
county by a further £4.7 million in additional funding to help meet rising demands
and costs.

5.

helping to provide extra capacity to support children and young people in care
and children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

6.

In our pre-budget engagement exercise, just over 50% of respondents supported
an increase in Council Tax of up to 4.99% to help maintain or improve essential
services.
In reports, published for the Strategy, Resources and Performance committee,
councillors considered progress to date and key investment areas for 2025/26
aligned to the council’s recently updated and approved Strategic Framework –
setting out how the authority will deliver its vision of a creating greener, fairer
and more caring Cambridgeshire through its seven ambitions and responding to
the needs of residents gathered through its annual Quality of Life Survey.
The proposed council tax increase of 4.99% and what this additional funding will
mean in terms of helping to meet some of our increased costs, as well as
additional investment in priority areas.
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The council’s long-term approach to changing the way it operates so that it can
improve efficiency, value for money and productivity. This means getting the
basics right and innovating the way services are delivered so the council can
maximise the value of every pound it spends. This work includes saving £1.5m
from rationalising office accommodation, and £0.5m from making greater use of
technology.
Have your say - complete our consultation survey.

Happy New Year to you all

Peter McDonald Jan 5th 2025

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/consultationsurvey


12

Scouts are currently seeking volunteers to
support our Cubs (8-10.5 years) and Explorers
(14-18 years) groups, who meet regularly in
Duxford Scout Hut. Whether you'd like to help
plan activities, serve a cup of tea, or assist with
creative projects, your time will make a real
difference.

The Cubs meet on Mondays and Thursdays
from 6:30-8:00pm, and the Explorers meet on
Fridays from 7.30-9.30pm. If you have a little
time to spare, we’d love to hear from you at
wdscout.admissions@gmail.com

Join us and help young people unlock their
potential whilst creating great memories for
yourself.

Volunteers Needed!

mailto:wdscout.admissions@gmail.com
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

These farmed landscapes have traditionally
supported assorted wildlife including skylarks,
rooks, ladybirds, bumble bees, butterflies,
badgers and foxes.  In addition, well-maintained
soils contain not just beneficial fungi, but a
variety of earthworms and beetles which in turn
provide food for many other creatures.  Sadly,
other less-welcome creatures such as slugs and
root-eating beetle or fly larvae are also present.  
Seeing a sizeable flock of birds following a
plough demonstrates this plethora of food! 

Enjoying a winter stroll along any of the
described walks within the Hundred
Parishes provides an opportunity to view
the landscape features visible from various
vantage points. Much of this countryside
has been farmed by many successive
generations as these custodians of the
land have raised livestock and garnered
variable harvests of grain. The spring of
2024 was rather wet, and this resulted in
poor establishment of autumn-sown
cereals. This, combined with the inclement
conditions during harvesting, resulted in
disappointingly low yields. 

However, it seems that with dry weather in the autumn of 2024, the sown wheat, barley
and oats have germinated well, with most fields now covered with fresh green shoots.
Many farmers have decided to cut back on growing oil seed rape, and they may choose
to plant alternative niche crops such as sunflowers or borage once the weather is
warmer.

Recent concerns about the loss of insect life, especially pollinators or those that eat
aphids, is encouraging farmers to find ways of enhancing habitats for insects by leaving
marginal strips round fields for wildflowers, planting new hedges or creating beetle
banks within their fields. These features may be visible from footpaths during the
winter months so make a note of where they are and plan return visits during the
summer to observe them full of flowers and other wildlife.

Tricia Moxey, Trustee.
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Hinxton Classifieds
Have you got something you want to sell? Exchange? Offer? 

Here is the space to do it!

MAZDA MX5

If my car fails its MOT in early
February I need to find some “off
street” parking for a few weeks in

March.

Can anyone help please?

If so, please call:
Rolf Evans, 

75 High Street, Hinxton.
01799 531988

Thank you. 

LIVE at the ICKLETON SOCIAL CLUB
Saturday 22nd February 7.30pm

 Thee Headshrinkers + i thought i told you
Thee Headshrinkers travel up from Hastings to
promote their new album 'Head Cheese' and the hit
single 'Sunday Driver'. Described as 60's Garage, or
Rockabilly, Thee Headshrinkers see the stage as a
place of freedom to do what they want. Having had
recent airplay on Radio 6 this is a band on the way up.
Catch them here.
i thought i told you were an established
indie/alternative band in the 90's, and have reformed
to ply their minimalist sound again, with tracks to
make you think. 
Come and have an opinion!

 Doors open 7.30pm. Cash Bar.
Please support live music in Ickleton. It only works

because of you!
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Delicious homemade 
marmalades, jams and chutneys.

Locally made with all natural ingredients.
Traditional and unusual flavours. 

(Any new suggestions are very welcome). 

Delivery to your door within 5 miles of Hinxton, or
collection from Hinxton. 

Contact for details of the full selection.
delmafenton@hotmail.com

07913 638637
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Greetings to Hinxton Villagers
from all at The Red Lion Inn

Looking ahead in 2025 – 
Stand by for more Tapas and Jazz nights in

particular. Any other requests for
alternative cuisines on special or other
forms of entertainment are welcome -

please drop me a line.

Friday 14th February – St Valentine’s menu
alongside a la carte

 
Friday 28th February – Hinxton Village
Night – locals meal deal – standby 😊

 
Sunday 30th March – Mothers’ Day

Do sign up to our Newsletter to keep up to
date.

Best wishes to all

Alex, Nikol, Shane, James and the teams

     info@redlionhinxton.co.uk         
01799 530 601

www.redlionhinxton.co.uk

mailto:info@redlionhinxton.co.uk
http://www.redlionhinxton.co.uk/


We’re Looking for Contributions

Got a craft project on
the go? A place you
travelled to? A book

you’ve read? An
interesting plant in

your garden? Have you
ever thought about

writing an article about
it because we’d like to

read about it!

Drop me a line to discuss if you’d like to
have a go. Photos and drawings are also

very welcome!



February 2025

Notices:
Save the date:
- May 1st - Polling Station at the Village Hall. 
- July 18th - Garden Evening with Friends of Hinxton Church
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Event

 Blue Bin Collection

 Black Bin Collection

 Hinxton Church - Parish Communion - 10:00-11:00am

 Black Bin Collection

 Mobile Library - Church Green - 12:20-12:45pm

 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm

 Hinxton Church - Our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm

 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm

 Hinxton Church - Our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm

 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm

 Hinxton Walkers - 9:30am - Village Hall - Dick Jones 
 Hinxton Church - Our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm

 Hinxton Church - Holy Communion - 8:00-9:00am

 Parish Council Meeting - 7:30pm - Village Hall

 
 Pub Lunch Club - 12:30 - Red Lion Hinxton

Blue & Green Bin Collection. Note: Only 🟢 Bin Collection in February (next 11th March 2025) 

 Coffee Morning - 10:30-12:00 - Village Hall - All Welcome 
 Wetlands Wildlife Winter Walk - 12:00-1:00pm

 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm

 Hinxton Church - Our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm
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