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MEET OUR TEAM

Hinxton News Oct 2025 Issue 477

Copying facilities and paper are generously provided by the Wellcome Trust.

Please send in your photos, questions, and comments to stephanie_lott@hotmail.com
ensuring that any submissions reach us by no later than the 15th each month

Hinxton News is an independent village newsletter, established and run by
volunteers and distributed free of charge to approximately 160 Hinxton households.

Our mission is to inform the residents of Hinxton of local news and issues,
while promoting inclusion and fostering a strong spirit of community.

Disclaimer 
The Editors are not responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors nor do

they accept responsibility for the accuracy of information contained in the
advertisements. Any views expressed by the editors via their own article submissions

are their own and do not express the views or opinions of Hinxton News.
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Ceri Williams

Hugh Taylor

Andy Brown

Anne Charteris

Sarah Robinson

Chris Elliott

Mike Boagey

 HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL

Useful Contacts
District & County Councillor: Peter McDonald

Tel 07912 669092 
email: peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament: Pippa Heylings 
Email: pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk 

Website: https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
Parliamentary office 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA

From January 2025, Parish Council Meetings will be held every month in the
Village Hall, generally on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

Website: https://www.hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Have you ever thought about becoming a parish
councillor? 

We currently have a vacancy

Village Hall Bookings; c/o Kate Riley. 
Tel; 01799530350    

 Email: Hinxtonvillagehall.booking@gmail.com 

Vacancy
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Greetings to my fellow Hinxtonians.
Autumn is well and truly with us with
some misty mornings and evenings this
week. 

I took part in my first quiz at the Red Lion
last week.  It was a really fun evening
and Quiz Master Mark Jacobs did a grand
job. We had a full house out to support
Hinxton Church glass door fund raising. 
£100 was raised which Alex has
doubled to £200.

FYI the third Quiz Night is set for 28th
November. See you there? 

Take care and see you around and about 

Steph 
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Joyce Fordham's famous meringues,
which she has made for every mill tea
since it opened as a working museum.



CHURCH NEWS
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CONTACTS
Rev Lydia Smith revlydiasmith@gmail.com

Hinkledux Parish Administrator hinkleduxpa@gmail.com
Additional contact details can be found on the website http://www.hinkledux.com/

Best wishes

Lydia

October might be the traditional month for
celebrating harvest festival, but the weather
clearly didn’t get the memo. Across Europe,
this year’s harvest has been much earlier
than usual, owing to the heat and lack of rain
from spring onwards. There are winners and
losers in all this: many vineyards and cider
makers in the UK and beyond expect 2025 to
be a successful year. But farmers who have
grown cereal crops are looking at a more
challenging situation. Meanwhile, in the
microcosm of the Rectory garden, the beans,
courgettes and cucumbers have been great,
but the potatoes and squash rather less than
impressive. Squash singular, sadly.

October Harvest

It's easy for me to chalk this down to experience: not so much if it’s your whole life and
livelihood.  The year’s variable yields, combined with lower grain prices make a farmer’s
lot not such a happy one. 

Most of us agricultural civilians take for granted that when we walk into a supermarket,
food will just be there for us to buy.  But remember when it wasn’t like that?  Only a few
years ago, in COVID times, a supermarket visit was a more unpredictable experience.  
It’s not so long since we came home rejoicing at finding pasta or loo rolls.

In the more developed world we tend often to take food supplies for granted; even
those of us who live in the countryside, closer to the growing crops.  Harvest festival is
a great annual reminder that we mustn’t forget to say a great big thank you for the hard
work of farmers and others who grow our food and make it available to us.  For the
harvest of wheat for bread and baking, of fruit and vegetables and even of paper for loo
roll.  

We’re celebrating harvest at Ickleton church on 12 October and at Hinxton church on 19
October: check our website for details and come and join the celebration.



A RECORD breaking open day at Hinxton Watermill has boosted the latest repair
appeal towards its target.

Friends, neighbours and supporters of Cambridge Past Present and Future - the charity
that owns the mill - baked and nibbled their way to an astonishing total of £1,420 at
the annual September fundraising tea in the village hall, and record numbers visited
the mill, with almost 140 people in just two and a half hours.

The response has been overwhelming, and CPPF is now within sight of the £20,000
target to pay for essential repairs on the millrace tunnel that runs beneath the iconic
building.

Thanks to all who operated the mill, baked, ate, donated, served and coped on the day
and restoration experts may be on-site before the end of the year.

Sue and Chris Elliott
On behalf of the mill volunteer team

Record Breaking Teas at Hinxton Watermill!
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Hinkledux Pub Lunch Club 

12.30 every 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
Even no. months @ the Red Lion, Hinxton

Odd no. months @ the Lion, Ickleton. 
Pre orders to cjjonsmith@hotmail.co.uk by the Sunday before please. 

Peace, Shalom Aleichem, As-Salaam Alaikum

Jon Smith

mailto:cjjonsmith@hotmail.co.uk
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Supper on the Run in Hinxton 
13  Septemberth

 

Calling all “newcomers” like us!
 

If you would like to meet some other folks who live in Hinxton,
If you are interested in finding out who lives behind other front doors up and down the

village,
If you would like to join in to have some fun, enjoy good food and drink – then watch out for

the next time this event is advertised in this newsletter!
 

Derek and I, as newcomers, had our first chance this month to enjoy the delights of the
evening……

 
What is it?

An evening when everyone can meet a number of different residents in Hinxton.
Some offer to host either a starter or main course giving the number they can cope with in

their house – usually 4-8
The other guests who are not actually hosting provide a pudding and wine in the village hall

where everyone meets all the participants – hosts and guest alike, at the end.
 

Who organises it?..
A couple of members of the village hall committee

 
Is it a posh evening?
No, it’s very informal. 

The evening has been going for about 25 years and you do not have to be a ‘cordon bleu’ /
Master chef type cook! The evening does not have to be extravagant. Keeping it simple seems

to work well!
 

Is it only for couples?
Not at all – folk on their own can host together or just offer a dessert.

 
How do we know where to go?

This year we had a “timetable” – and a list of the names of all the guests.
Starters at 6.30 pm with the name and address of our hosts and the other guests,

Mains at 7.45 pm with the name and address of our different hosts and different guests.
We all met up at the Village hall at 9 pm (variable times!) for wonderful desserts and more

liquid refreshment.
 

If we have young children at home could we join in?
Yes – whatever suits you and your family – perhaps one parent going to different parts of the

evening?
 

All diets can be catered for….
 

See you next time perhaps!
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The Strawberry Tea

Lucky again!

The loyal few from near and far enjoyed a
peaceful afternoon in the sun-lit south side of
our churchyard with tea, scones or cake and
strawberries, topped with a glass of Pimms.
We raised £300 for The Friends of Hinxton
Church.
 
There is no funding from the Church of
England or from the government towards
upkeep and so the Friends of Hinxton Church
was created to ensure the building can be
maintained and enjoyed for future generations. 

By joining you can contribute too. Sign up or
find out more. 

Kate Riley 
Secretary 
Mob; 07492011618
 
 

FRIENDS OF HINXTON CHURCH

The Garden Evening.

Oh so lucky with weather and all your support.

The evening at the Oak House was bathed in sunshine
as we sat with neighbours and friends surrounded by
the colour of Jane’s wonderful garden, even in drought.
Merv gave a note of welcome, Graham kept the bar
flowing and cool; Mary rounded up the raffle. 

We raised £987.59 for The Friends of Hinxton Church.
The Raffle raised £420 to be shared between The
Children’s Society and The Salvation Army. 

Thank you especially to our hosts 
Jane and David Chater.

A Great Big THANK YOU to all who joined us!
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Hinxton Walkers
The Hinxton Walking Group was set up about 15 years ago by Paul Breen and
Theresa Sullivan.

We go for a walk of around 5 miles followed by a pub lunch on the first Friday of every
month.  Sometimes alternative shorter routes are possible.  Most walks start within a
20-minute drive of Hinxton and we meet at the village hall at 09:30, trying to
minimise the number of cars taken.  Members of the group take it in turn to lead and
organise walks, including liaison with the chosen pub, according to a rota that is set up
for the year.

Chloe Brown (chloelynnbrown@icloud.com) will be taking over the organisation of the
rota and coordination of the group for next year, so please email her if you would like
to be added to (or removed from) the group email list.

To whet your appetite, our most recent walk on the 5  September was a beautiful
undulating 5.7-mile loop between Barkway and Barley led by Graham and Barbara
Fagg (formerly of Hinxton!)  We enjoyed views all the way to Cambridge and admired
mares with their foals at a stud farm before having a delicious light lunch at the Fox
and Hounds in Barley. 

th

Got anything you
can donate?

mailto:chloelynnbrown@icloud.com
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 Parish Council News
Notes from Hinxton Parish Council meeting held Sept 8  2025th

Prior to the Meeting, the latest Village Hall plans were made available to the public for
discussion.
Colin and Tony Moses, along with Andy Brown, explained the designs and invited
questions. A survey re cladding options and any other comments, was handed out.
Thanks were given to the Moses, Andy Brown and also Andrew and Gemma for
supplying the boards.

Updates
a. Wellcome Trust Campus Development. Nothing new to report, a Community Forum
will be held on Weds 10th Sept at the Village Hall.
b. Village Hall extension 
i. Document signed to get access to next round of sec 106 money of £67,385.  
ii. Proposal to become VAT registered. Advice had been sought re becoming VAT
registered so that VAT can be reclaimed for building costs etc. 
c.  Wetlands Committee.   CW missed the meeting due to work commitments.  The usual
walks are continuing.             
d. Playground. Seesaw replacement or repair? Quotes of approx. £1900 were obtained
to repair. Clerk to source quotes to replace as this may be cheaper.
e. Quiet Lanes. Progress is being made in other areas in the County and Peter McDonald
has made South Cambs aware of our interest, so we are copied into any future
developments. An example is being concluded in the Grafham to Brampton Quiet Lane
that may set a precedent.
f. Highways.  A505 report. An update is expected in October for the McDonalds  and
Fourwentways roundabouts.
g. Hinxfest. Report from Mike Boagey “Satisfactory progress on all fronts.
Wellcome/Urban and Civic have offered £850 towards the cost of Son et Lumiere
lighting equipment, which is almost exactly what it is costing. Also, they are
underwriting £250 worth of printing costs spent through them with their preferred
contractor. The Grant from the Hinxton PC will be put to use in the near future. This falls
below the projected cost, so much of the sundry print will be carried out on the Hinxton
News printer, leaving the complicated stuff to the experts. The Friends of Hinxton
Church will acquire a Card reader and the Church is sorting out a proper licence to
broadcast copyright music”
h. Locations of speed sign to be decided- a walk through the village will be arranged to
see the best place to put the sign.

New items for discussion and correspondence.
 

Local Highway Initiative grant opens soon- is there anything we would like to apply
for? Clerk will apply for the 20mph speed restriction again.
A letter has been received re New Road turn – this is posted at the end of the notes.
This has been forwarded to relevant people and it is hoped that action will be
taken.The PC will continue to pursue this.
Propose and seek agreement that the Wellcome grant towards HinxFest25 be paid
to the Parish Council in the first instance- Clerk to invoice Wellcome.
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FINANCE
Bank Balances at  2nd Sept 2025 
Current A/C  :                  £4,420.22               
Business /AC :               £ 41,793.47
Village Hall sec 106 /AC:    £757.49
Total:                  £46,971.18

Appendix
Correspondence re New Road:
“I am writing to raise a road safety concern regarding the new left-hand junction from
the A1301 into New Road, Hinxton, following the recent layout changes associated with
the nearby roundabout at the Genome Campus development.
Based on site measurements I have personally conducted following a recent near-miss
and comparison with recognised UK highway design standards (Manual for Streets and
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges – CD 123), there appear to be two key areas
where the junction geometry falls below recommended parameters for a 40 mph rural
road:
1.              Junction Radius
                  Guidance: For a 40 mph road with mixed traffic, a kerb-line radius of 15 m to
25 m is recommended to allow safe turning manoeuvres, adequate visibility, and to
accommodate larger vehicles without encroaching on opposing lanes.
                  Measured: The radius of curvature at the junction is approximately 7.5 m,
around half the minimum recommended even for 30 mph roads (10 m to 15 m). This
acute radius is likely to require vehicles to slow abruptly and take wide turning paths,
increasing the potential for conflict.
2.              Distance from Roundabout
                  Guidance: For a junction following a roundabout, a minimum separation
distance of 60 m to 80 m is recommended for roads with a 40–50 mph limit. This
ensures adequate driver reaction time and reduces the risk of rear-end or side-impact
collisions.
                  Measured: The distance from the roundabout exit to the start of the junction
kerb is 50 m, which is below the recommended minimum for the posted speed limit.
 
Implications:
Both the tight acute radius and the insufficient separation from the roundabout reduce
the margin of safety for drivers, particularly those unfamiliar with the area. This is
compounded by the leftward curvature of the exit road from the roundabout, which
further limits sightlines and driver preparation time.
 
Request:
I respectfully request via the Parish Council, that the Highways Authority reviews this
junction against current design standards and considers appropriate remedial measures. 
I would also be grateful if the technical drawings, swept-path analyses, and the design
assumptions used in the original scheme could be made available for review.
Given local concern about the safety of this junction, I believe early action would be in
the public interest to mitigate the risk of a serious incident”

Dates of next meetings Village Hall 7.30pm   13th October 2025
                                                                                  10th November 2025
                                                                                  No meeting in Dec



THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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Recently, I was privileged to watch two bats flying
around my garden. They were so quick and acrobatic
it was difficult to keep them in view. Bats and their
roosts are legally protected so must not be disturbed.
Bats are mammals, giving birth to live young. It
reminded me of how lucky we are in The Hundred
Parishes to have so many wild mammals in our
mainly rural area.

Pipistrelle batThere are several kinds of deer locally, mostly Fallow,
Roe or Muntjac. Larger herds are usually Fallow deer
which have “palmate” antlers, shaped like the palm of
a hand. The smaller Roe deer may be seen in smaller
groups – they have a white rump and no visible tail.
Muntjac are smaller still and tend to be solitary; they
have horns and “tusks” - downward-pointing canine
teeth.

Fallow deer Muntjac deer

We regularly see foxes in our garden, usually courtesy
of our inexpensive night vision camera. In the spring,
we enjoyed watching the young cubs playing. Foxes
seem to be a more common sight now, even during
daylight, and regularly venture into built up areas. The
camera occasionally spots a badger; he is usually
looking for peanuts.

Hare

Badger

Anyone lucky enough to see hedgehogs in their garden should look after them as their
numbers are in decline. They are nocturnal, so at dusk we should put out a shallow
bowl of fresh water (not milk as it is bad for their digestion) and perhaps some dog or
cat food. They may repay you by eating slugs and insects although our experience has
been that they prefer commercial hedgehog food like Spike’s Dinner.

Enjoy them all.

Ken McDonald, Secretary

Out enjoying our
latest walk, number
188, my wife and I
surprised two hares
who disappeared at
great speed when
they spotted us. They
can run up to 45mph
over short distance



Hinxton Classifieds
Have you got something you want to sell?

Exchange? Offer? Here is the space to do it!

Check out
 Hinxton’s

Facebook page and
the parish council

website. 
Great ways to keep

up to date with
Hinxton news and

events

Don’t forget folks, every first Friday of the month is
Friendly Friday 

at 
the Red Lion. 

Pop in anytime between 6 and 7.30pm for a chat and a
drink with fellow villagers. 

Happy hour drinks from 6pm to 7pm, courtesy of Alex.
So the next FF is October 3rd

Just one rule: - rounds are out of bounds, 

Buy your own!

FRIENDLY FRIDAYS
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Greetings to Hinxton Villagers from all at The Red Lion Inn

Happy October to all from us all at The Red Lion.

Thank you again for all your support – whether joining us for a Pint of Music with
Alton, our next Quiz Night, a Friendly Friday drink or some other random pop in.

Below are some future events to look forward to:

Friday 3  October rd

Friendly Friday
Village drinks and Happy Hour 6-7pm. Come and join the party 😊

Friday 3  October rd

Pie Specials Board
Pie & a Pint Offer (wine/soft) @ £20

Friday 17  Octoberth

Spanish Tapas Night
This was our most popular tapas night from last season. A real crowd pleaser – book
early to avoid disappointment.
Tables 7:15-9pm booked minimum 48 hours ahead stating TAPAS

Friday 28  Novemberth

Quiz Night #3
SAVE THE DATE

Earlier Food Offering @ 5:30pm 
A reminder that we are now serving food from 5:30pm every day (except Sunday: evening
food still 6-8pm).  This continues to be very popular. 

Hinxtonian Special Offers
We continue our village offer of 15% off food to all Hinxtonians anytime. Booking ahead
would be a great help but not mandatory. If not booked then we will do our best but need to
fit around those who have booked. (As standard, this offer cannot be combined with any
other offer available).
Please register when booking online or on arrival with your name, house number and email
address.

Do sign up to our Newsletter and/or follow our Instagram redlionhinxton to keep up to date.

Best wishes to all
Alex, Nikol, Shane and the teams

    
 info@redlionhinxton.co.uk         01799 530 601    www.redlionhinxton.co.uk
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Ickle-Gigs
LIVE at the ICKLETON SOCIAL CLUB

Saturday 18th October 7.30pm.

The Vivettes, – travelling from London for this Ickle-Gig. This high voltage
original trio is Garage Rock meets yer more prosaic 70s type indie stuff,
plus some rock in’ twang… think the Cramps meet the Kinks in the social

club at Ickleton. (www.vivettes.com) 

Shifty Statues - Gabby and Helen, genre fluid music, ascerbic lyrics, very
full sound from this tight duo supporting the Vivettes at this Ickle-Gig.

(www.shiftystatues.bandcamp.com)

For more Ickle-Gig information look up Ickle-gigs on Facebook, 
or message Liz on 07377068736.
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ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR
CHRISTMAS !

MARMALADE - tradional or with Whiskey/ Cointreau or stem
ginger ...JAMS include strawberry, raspberry, apricot, blackberry &
apple, damson, black cherry , apricot and more ...

CHUTNEYS include caramelised onion, spiced cranberry, plum &
ginger, mango, apricot & orange, sweet chilli 
and, and, and ......!

Jars are all packaged prettily for presents.
Delivery to your door within 5 miles of Hinxton, or collection from
Hinxton. 

Contact for details of the full selection. 
  delmajfenton@hotmail.com

07913 638637

http://www.vivettes.com/
http://www.shiftystatues.bandcamp.com/
mailto:delmajfenton@hotmail.com


Just before you go.... 

Your paragraph text

We still have allotments available
We still need another parish councillor
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