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Greetings to all in Hinxton. Steph here. I hope the summer has been
treating you well and you've managed to enjoy the weather.

This month it’s me at the editing helm so please excuse my rusty skills!
Katie did an excellent job in the past 2 issues and now I'm catching up.
Different software and an ancient Macbook so please bear with!

It’s a packed issue this month with the results of the story-writing
competition and updates concerning the Ickleton pub venture.

I hope you enjoy this month’s news, and see you out and about in the
village. As always please let us know your views and any helpful
feedback 1s always welcome.

Steph & Katie

Steph Lott
(Co-Editor)
26 High Street
CB10 1QY
stephanie_lott@hotmail.com

Katie Love (She/her)
(Co-Editor)
24 High Street
CB10 1QY
KatieLove28@proton.me

Paul Breen
(Accounts and Advertising)
99 High Street
CB10 1RF
Tel: 530017
paul99breen@gmail.com

Jeremy Coleman (Diary)
3 High Street
CB10 1RF
Tel:531242
jeremyscoleman@gmail.com

Please make sure that any articles, photographs and diary entries reach us by
the 20th each month

Please send in your photos, questions, and comments to Hinxton News@proton.me
Hinxton News is an independent village newsletter, established and run by volunteers.
Our mission is to inform residents of local issues and to maintain and promote community spirit.
Delivered free to approximately 150 Hinxton households.
Disclaimer
The Editors are not responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors, nor do they accept responsibility for the

accuracy of information contained in the advertisements.

Copying facilities and paper are generously provided by the Wellcome Trust.
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A message from Lydia
New shoes

It’s possible Paolo Nutini was exaggerating when he sang “Hey, I put some new
shoes on. And suddenly everything is right.” As a child, the search for new school
shoes seemed marked largely by disappointment (though now I thank my parents
for their sensible choices).

Each August, I was quietly outraged by the appearance of back-to-school displays
in shop windows. We had only just started the summer holidays. Couldn’t we
forget about school for a few more precious weeks? What was the big deal about
buying uniform anyway? Many years later, as a parent, my response was a bit
more measured. There was limited time for us to seek out the best deals on polo
shirts and pencil cases, not to mention enduring the exquisite agony of finding
school shoes that we all agreed were appropriate.

While it’s lovely to begin a new school year with new stuff, it’s not by any means
essential (unless the old clothes don’t fit or are beyond repair). Back-to-school is —
as it always has been — more a marketing opportunity for retailers, than a rite of
passage for families.

How much more important it is to begin a new school year with a renewed
approach to learning and getting on with each other, at home and at school. The
writer of the New Testament letter to the Colossians considers our mindset and

behaviour, using the picture of clothing: put on, they write, compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.

As the children in our villages put on their (possibly new) school shoes at the start
of term, let’s pray not just that everything is right, but that they - and we — can
put on those caring attitudes, too.

Best wishes for a new school year

Lydia



Hinxton Short Story Competition 2024
By Sara Gregson

Hinxton Book Club

Mike Boagey (back left)
and
Ida and Poppy Nicholls
receive their prizes from
Alex Clarke
at the Red Lion.

The theme for this year’s Hinxton Short Story Competition was climate change
and every single entry was thought-provoking and excellently written.

The competition entries are judged by members of Hinxton Book Club. And this
time it was a very close-run thing with two votes separating the top two.

The winner in the adult category was Mike Boagey with his story The
StoryDancer. In second place was Kate Riley with her poem Pooh at COP.

Two other entries in the adult category worthy of a mention are Crisis, also by
Kate Riley, and CLIMATE CHANGE by Dick Jones.

The children’s category only had two entries this time — from sisters Poppy and
Ida Nicholls and they were joint winners.

Again both wrote exceptional poems, telling the story of climate change as it really
is.

The Hinxton Short Story Competition is kindly sponsored by Alex at the Red Lion,
who generously supplies the prizes. Mike won £50 and Poppy and Ida, shared a
second £50 prize.
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In fivst place....

THE STORYDANCER by Mike Boagey.

Waking up had become a more prolonged gradual process as she got older. She delighted
in resting quietly as the dawn sun gradually penetrated the darkness. The whole place
would soon burst into frantic activity, but she wasn’t in any hurry today. This would be
her two hundredth daybreak, which made her one of the oldest workers in the hive. Only
the Queen and a few of the others could come close. Gradually, the pale light filtered
through the waxy walls. Within seconds the place would be alive with noise and bodies
urgently stumbling over each other.

“Your wings need sorting out before we go. Want some help?” This came from her closest
friend and confidant, Frizz, who had tended to her ever since she adopted her almost forty
dawns ago. Nano was The StoryDancer and Frizz was her chosen successor. The
StoryDancer could recite, from memory, the whole history of the hive from ancient times
to the present. Frizz had absorbed everything Nano had taught her and as convention
required, she had also selected her own replacement, called Jess.

“How are you feeling today, Nano? She asked.
“A little tired, but I will have to manage. Yesterday was hard work. The clover field beyond
the church was flooded meaning we had to search further away. The land is still

recovering, and it doesn’t help that the weather is becoming hotter” She sighed.

“Why don’t you stay in and do some housekeeping? The Queen would love to see you.”
Frizz chirped, trying to be positive. She could sense the sadness in her friend.

“That would be nice, but I feel my place is out there amongst the flowers.” She knew
tiredness was an unpleasant sign that her days were numbered.

The lovely, gentle Jess landed quietly beside them.
“Hello Nano. How are you today?” she asked, soothing her brow with sweet, warm breath.

Nano was relaxed now, her wings wrapped tight to her body.




“Tell me the Story again about the pasture next door when it was full of wildflowers,”
Frizz whispered. Nano sighed. She must have told her this a hundred times. Jess settled
next to them silently mouthing everything she recited.

“Long, long ago — more than a thousand Queens ago - there were a multitude of hives
flourishing in this place, all of them full of healthy cells and oceans of honey: more than
enough to satisfy the humans in the local hamlets. The summers were long and warm.
The air was clean and smelt of nectar. The surrounding parish had deep
hedgerows and the river swarmed with red speckled trout and noisy ducks. Beautiful,
jewelled kingfishers hovered above the stream, catching insects and frogs. Woodpeckers
tapped their ancient tunes on giant oaks. The village green and the neighbouring fields
were covered in a patchwork of wildflowers, surrounded by buddleias and apple trees.
Bees were in a land of plenty.”

She paused “Do you really want me to go on?” she asked.
“Yes please,” said Frizz. “But I get frightened at the end, can you change the ending?”

“The ending is the ending. Nothing but a miracle can change the ending.” Nano’s voice
noticeably softened.

“The good times were when humans worked alongside the wildlife and traded
their husbandry for the fruits of the earth. The whole cycle of life was observed and
cherished. Gradually machinery appeared to replace the shire horses. Tractors made
horrid noises and belched foul fumes. Trees and hedgerows were torn down to make the
fields bigger and animals were housed in massive sheds instead of roaming the land.
When they removed the hedges, the cold winds blew uninterrupted, with snow drifting
deep in winter.”

Nano looked up to see if Frizz was OK because the next part usually upset them both.

“Over the next hundred Queens, roads were made so that the trucks and trailers could
move around easily, and other vehicles connected one village to another, Natural paths
were cut off, and increasingly large areas were covered in the grey stone that was laid in
liquid sheets. Big, ugly buildings appeared that spewed toxic chemicals into the air and
in the waterways, upsetting the habitat of both fish and birds.”

Nano breathed in deeply, eyes unfocused. Now Jess stepped in and caressed her brow and
took over reciting the Story.

“Fifty Queens ago, Beatrix the Prophet predicted that humans would, by their activities,
cause the weather to become less certain. All animals would suffer from sudden, intense,
and abnormal conditions. Some species would die out as a result. Many would shrink to
the point that survival was in the hands of those who had caused the problem in the first
place. Bees would be in steep decline with thousands of hives shutting down or being
destroyed by tree felling and loss of natural habitat. Wildfires and floods would threaten



every corner of the land. Men would gradually realise the error of their behaviour and
begin the painful process of trying to make it good again. But it might be too late. The
deadly combination of territory erosion, air pollution, climate change and imported
diseases could herald the end of bees”.

Nano was exhausted and now aware her time was nearly up. She looked up at her friends.
Jess was different. She had an aura. Her standing in the commune since becoming the
StoryDancer-in-waiting was enhanced by stories of her miraculous healing abilities and
radical ideas to bring all the nearest hives together to share their resources. She was
singled out as a natural leader and had already been compared to Beatrix the Prophet.
She leaned forward and gently crossed her antenna in a show of respect. Nano felt a warm
surge of energy emanating from her. Peacefully, she passed away knowing that the hive
was going to survive.

Following the ancient traditions, her body was tenderly tipped over the landing bar where
it fell like a feather onto the sun-scorched earth at the foot of the apiary.

rThe judges said: The winning story in the adults

category is the tale of a beehive, where the bees are
having to forage further for the pollen and nectar they
need to survive. The characters reflect on better times
before roads and cars and pollution and climate-
change and imported diseases that could herald the
end of bees altogether. But the story does end with some
hope...
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POOH AT COP by Kate Riley

I'm making changes too, said Pooh
Il try and see what I can do.

The climate crisis is really true
Now it’s up to me and you.

Eat less meat, I'll tell you why;
Reduce, recycle and please try

To walk or take a bus going by,
We’ll make a difference, you and L.

It needs much more, for goodness’ sake,
So talk & shout or demonstrate.
Explain the steps we’ll have to take
The resolutions we must make.

It’s easy for me, I'm eating honey!

Easy for you with plenty of money.

But drought &floods on an empty tummy
I can tell you, isn’t funny.

Now you've heard about the crisis too,
Don’t you see the world anew?

Does it change your point of view?
And what do you think you will do?




Honourable mentions...

CLIMATE CHANGE by Dick Jones

This is a rather short story (actually a mini-treatise) on how climate can change and affect (and/or
effect) travel. It’s also a perfect ten in terms of such change.

There is a proposal afoot that we go to North Africa and camel it across the Sahara in order to
observe the effects of climate change. If so, we can probably use our smartphones for map routes,
mail etc. Our only problem might be the mat lice that are known to infest sleeping pads. Rest
stops/oases include wayside “watering holes”, where cold drinks are available. One such drink is a
beer with an ice cube in it known as an “ice malt”. A calm tie (rather than a garish one) is advised
for any semi-formal dinners that we might attend.

Wildlife, although not particularly prolific, is also fascinating. One example is the lime cat, a newly-
evolved feline species that feeds on citrus. Another example is a recently discovered new species of
clam living in the oases. It sports an appendage, called a clam tie, that holds the mollusc to
underwater rocks.

Various rocks and minerals are widespread, but travellers, (as well as geologists) are asked to let
mica remain untouched.

Be aware when staying in desert dwellings that there may be a low-level observation device called
a tile cam that can view your every move.

In the Sahara, distances are typically given in kilometres, although this was once proposed to be
changed in the Algerian Parliament by introduction of a Mile Act.

And lastly, climate change may result in too much snow (rather than the expected too little) in the
Atlas Mountains in Morocco overlooking the Sahara. Some paths will likely experience blockage,
which could require some climb-it changes...

Maybe we should just desert all this and instead go over to the Red Lion for four more. We could
have a nice cellar-temperature pint served by Don Rile (the recently-hired bar tender, and certainly
no idler!) in the older or lined areas of the pub. Note that ordering an ice malt here is frowned upon.
Also well worth a look while we are there is the old rein in the newly added leather saddlery display.

rThe judges said:

\ This is an incredibly clever piece of
prose containing a confetti of ten
anagrams of the word ‘climate’ and
at the end four anagrams of the
words ‘Red Lion’! Can you spot
them?

——————
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CRISIS by Kate Riley

You ask, “has earth anything so fair to show?”
The memory of these jewelled isles.

Can you pass by and not know

The wounds and loss each threat trails
The cape of colour in other years

Is dull now, wreathed in fumes

QOvercome by oil, plastic, and ignorance
As impatience disfigures ancient values.
Such splendour in every woodland tree,
And bright beauty of each budding flower;
Rivers reflecting sky blue glances

Are shrunk by drought or taken in flood.
Dear God! The very air I breathe

No longer fair or free from climate change.

The judges said: This is a very clever reworking/rewording of the sonnet
Upon Westminster Bridge by William Wordsworth.




Joint You

@

ung Winners

THE RAINFOREST By Ida Nicholls

The large trees emerge as the
tiny frog jumps on the leaf.
As I am the Dart Poison
Frog from the Amazon,

1 see only two seasons —
Winter and Summer

For I live in the largest tropical
rainforest in the world.

The time when it is wettest

is from December to May.

And now it has a drier state.

The trees are being cut down,
even burned down

for things like farming,
roads and logging

It is a bit scary to see something
like that in a rainforest

when you are up close.

There has been lots of smoke lately
from the trees being burned down.
But I love living in the

Rainforest.

The judges said: Ida imagines herself as a Dart
Poison Frog living in the Amazon, struggling
with deforestation. But she still loves living in
the jungle.

o
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DID YOU KNOW? By Poppy Nicholls

Did you know once the sun was cooler
Did you know once when you looked outside
You didn’t see rubbish
Did you know once there weren’t so many floods

When the sun was cooler we didn’t have so many
Heat waves
When the verges were clear of rubbish then the
Animals wouldn’t mistake the rubbish for food
When there weren’t so many floods then the water
Wasn't flooding the fields and ruining our crops

If only the sun was as warm as it was before
If only there wasn’t rubbish when you look
outside like before
If only the roads weren’t flooded and the crops weren’t
Ruined like before
If only...

The judges said: Poppy reflects on life
before temperatures started to rise and
there were not so many floods or negative
things happening to the countryside.
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EVENTS

ART & CRAFT

EXHIBITION

St Marys & St Johns Church
Hinxton

Saturday 2nd November
10am-5pm
Sunday 3rd November
11am - 4pm

Anyone wishing to exhibit their art, please contact
Joan Roberts
6 High Street
Hinxton

07765487790
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Is a £30 wine really that much better than one for £10?
Is French wine all it’s cracked up to be?
Why do wine tasters make such awiul slurping noises?

Come and iind out for yourselves in the company of
local wine enthusiasts Alex and Andy!

Hinxton Village Hall
Saturday 28" September at 7pm
Only £18 per ticket which includes

* 8 wines to taste
* A ploughman’s platter
* More wine to enjoy with the food

Tickets from Lauren — laurenstephenson@nhs.net or 07968 382204
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Macmillan Coffee Morning

Come and join us for
this “must go to”
event which has

become a feature of

Hinxton Village life

and has raised so
much in the past

| Enjoy a coffee and some cakes with friends

| and neighbours have asociable moming

| and together rais= much needed money to
help people affected by cancer

IE AEE
MACTIILIL_ AN .

CARNCER SLUOPOKT

17

Sunday 29t Sept 2024
10.30 - 12 noon
Church Green Cottage
Hinxton
RSVP

sarahjpearson@btinternet.com
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News From Across the River!

Ickleton'’s 'Community Pub’' update

We have been overwhelmed by support for our campaign to buy The Ickleton
Lion. As of 18th August, we have had a fantastic response to our appeal to
save the pub. People's generosity has already taken us, in just four weeks, to
nearly 70% of the way towards our target for shares and pledges... but we still
need your support! Please consider buying shares to make The Ickleton Lion
your pub, too.

Our Ickleton Lion will have something for everyone - with a wide range of
services and activities, from good coffee and breakfast to a repair cafe,
community garden, book clubs and games nights.

Shares cost £1 with a minimum investment of £200 and every member -
irrespective of their shareholding - will have an equal say in the running of
the pub. Shares issued to individuals qualify for tax relief under the Seed
Enterprise Investment Scheme (SEIS) and the Enterprise Investment Scheme
(EIS), when certain conditions are met.

Join the hundreds of people from across, the UK, and from overseas, who
have already bought shares. You can also support us by coming to our Curry
Night and pop-up pub on Friday 6th September - tickets available from the
Ickleton Costcutter shop, or via the events page at wwuw.ickletonlionpub.co.uk

Our fundraising events are proving to be very popular, including the
Afternoon Tea, which was attended by a hundred people, including our new
MP: Pippa Heylings.

If you have any questions about becoming a shareholder please email:
info@ickletonlionpub.co.uk

&V  Lion Update! $&
Amazing - we’ve passed £350K! Money in the bank now stands at
£353,800 with another £9,250 of pledges still to come in!
We are so close!l! & = &W

(updated 30t Aug 2024)

g
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Cricket in Ickleton

THINKING OF VOLUNTEERING? HAVE AN HOUR A WEEK? WANT
TO GET INVOLVED WITH SOMETHING FUN IN THE COMMUNITY?
Ickleton Cricket Club is seeking someone as a club secretary who can help

with general administration, events and communications. Get in touch for
further details.

The Ickleton Cricket Club has missed the Ickleton Lion — we share the same
badge of honour and typically the pub has been a sponsor of the club as well
as providing goodwill snacks after games when the teams, spectators, guests
and visitors return to the pub gardens for a wonderful evening post
matches. The income from the Cricket Club was a welcome source for the
pub. We will do all we can to support the Ickleton Lionhearts in their
efforts to save the pub.

The women’s cricket programme we started 6 weeks ago has come to an end

- for now...

We were delighted with the enthusiasm and commitment from the group.

We had between 11 and 20 attending each week, magnificently supported by
our level 4 volunteer coach Raj Ghelani.

It was amazing to see how the skills of the participants improved in such a
short space of time, but the best thing to see was the willingness and desire
to carry on. By the autumn, we’ll be up and running again with the next
phase of women’s training, and maybe next season, some friendly
matches. A big thank you to Marian Sweet who was instrumental in helping
launch this initiative. Please contact us if you would like more information.

www.lckleton.play-cricket.com
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Duxford Saturday Workshop

IF YOU LOVE MUSIC...

...and would like to learn to play an instrument, play alongside others, or sing in
a choir, please come and join in the delights of “Duxford Saturday Workshop”
at Duxford village school on Saturday mornings during school term-time.

Registration for the 2024-25 Workshop year is on Saturday, September
7th, 10.00 — 11.30am - so, if you love music, do come along to see what
‘Workshop’ can offer you.

Workshop holds group tuition sessions, where adults and children from
‘Year Five’ onwards, can learn to play an instrument.

There is also a junior music group’ for children from Year 1 upwards, as
well as classes for adult beginners and groups both for ‘improvers’ and for
competent players.

Our members include adults who have always wanted to learn an instrument
but haven’t had the opportunity, alongside those — so many of us - who “haven’t
played for donkeys’ years...” but would like to get back to playing music again.
As well as tuition classes, Workshop also has ensembles ranging from
recorders, strings, jazz and wind bands, to folk fiddlers, ukulele players,
guitarists, an adults’ community choir and a full orchestra - offering loads
of opportunities for you to join in.

A registered charity which has now been going for over 50 years, Workshop is all
about having fun by learning and performing together in an enjoyable and
supportive environment. Indeed, some of our members find it so enjoyable that
they have been coming along since the last century! Would you believe that?
Honestly, it’s true...I’'m one of them :0). So do come and find out why we enjoy
Workshop so much — and see what you can achieve!

Incidentally, if you're keen to learn but don’t have an instrument of your own,
don’t panic — we have instruments for rental on very reasonable terms so we’ll be
happy to help you out if we can.

Registration for the 2024/25 Workshop year is on Saturday September
7th, from 10-11.30am at Duxford School, St. John’s Street, Duxford, and term
begins two weeks later, at 9.30am on Saturday, September 21st.

For more information, please see the Workshop website at:
http://duxfordsaturdayworkshop.org.uk

Peter Howarth, Duxford Workshop Management Team

93 ST
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The Village Survey

Firstly, thank you to everyone who has participated in the
survey. We have been very pleased with the response —
both the number of you who took the time to fill it in and
also the ideas and feedback you have sent in.

This month the Hinxton News has been quite full with the
results of the story competition, so it’ll be next month when
we plan to publish a summary of the themes. We will take
great care to ensure that no-one can be identified.

We look forward to hearing what you think when it’s
published.

]
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Hinxton Classifieds

Delicious homemade marmalades, jams and
chutneys.

Locally made with all natural ingredients.
Traditional and unusual flavours. (Any new
suggestions are very welcome). Delivery to your
door within 5 miles of Hinxton, or collection from
Hinxton. Contact for details of the full selection.

delmafenton@hotmail.com

07913 638637

-

e
BOOK YOUR

FREE

EAR HEALTH
CHECK TODAY

Hearing services .
We're proud to provide independent care in ¥

our community, with audiological expertise
across a wide range of issues

ngli-EAR ¢

Hearing & Tinnitus Solutions

Our services include:
« Diagnostic testing
« Hearing aids

« Tinnitus treatment
* Earwax removal

* Cochlear implants

2 Sk CareQualit
« Balance & Vestibular Commission
Book onhne :
www.angliearhearing.co.uk 01223 661 399 info@angliearhearing.co.uk
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THE

RED LION

INN HINXTON

Greetings to Hinxton Villagers from all at the Red Lion Inn.
Happy September to all from all of us at the Red Lion.

Our exciting news this month is that we are delighted to be welcoming back our sous chef
Liam after a little dabble elsewhere. Shane and Liam know they work really well together
and so I am excited to see where they will take us next over this renewed teaming up.

We are starting up again our events in September. First up is our next Tapas on Fri 27t
September. Shane and Liam will reveal their country of choice shortly — stand by.

Do sign up to our newsletter to keep up to date.
Best wishes to all
Alex, Nikol, Shane, James and the teams

info@redlionhinxton.co.uk 01799 530601 www.redlionhinxton.co.uk
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We Value Ol Fashioned Cumamer Service
A Loce Trusted Famely Bosiness Since 1089

[1 Specialint in UPVC & Wooden Doors
o3 No Call Out Charge

W
@ Mo FixNoFee
) Al Work Fully Guarsmeed
@ 10% Serdor Citizen Discount
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TIM

PHILLIPS
& Co. Ltd.

Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business
Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation
— no obligation

EASY, FREE PARKING

Cart House 2, Copley Hill Business Park,
Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and

Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044
www.tpaccounts.co.uk
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September 2024

Date Day Event
1(Sun & Hinxton Water Mill Open Day - = Teas in Village Hall - 2:30pm-5:00pm (last Mill entry at 4:30pm)
2 | Mon
3| Tue (@ Black Bin Collection
4 | Wed
5| Thu [ 4 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm
6 | Fri L Hinxton Walkers - Meet 9.30am Village Hall - L & A Lake
;:. Hinxton Church - Prayers for our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm
7 | Sat
8|Sun | 4 Hinxton Church - Holy Communion - 8:00-9:00am
9| Mon | 99 Parish Council Meeting - 7:30pm - Village Hall
10| Tue | @ @ Blue & Green Bin Collection
)§ Pub Lunch Club - 12:30 - Red Lion Hinxton
11 [Wed | & Coffee Morning - 10:30-12:00 - Village Hall - All Welcome
121 Thu | i@ Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm
13 | Fri fn Hinxton Church - Prayers for our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm
14 | Sat O IWM Duxford - Battle of Britain Air Show - All Day - Expect heavy traffic and delays on M11 and A505
15 [ Sun 0 IWM Duxford - Battle of Britain Air Show - All Day - Expect heavy traffic and delays on M11 and A505
;:, Hinxton Church - Harvest Festival - 11:00-12:00am, followed by lunch in the Village Hall
16 | Mon
17 (Tue | @ Black Bin Collection.
18 | Wed | % Wetlands Wildlife Summer Walk - 12-1pm - meet on Wooden Bridge
we Mobile Library - Church Green - 12:20-12:45pm
19 | Thu i4 Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm
20 | Fri _/“ Hinxton Church - Prayers for our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm
21 | Sat
22 [ Sun
23 [ Mon
24 | Tue | @ @ Blue & Green Bin Collection
25 | Wed
26 | Thu | i Hinxton Church - Compline - 6:00pm
27 | Fri _/“ Hinxton Church - Prayers for our World in Conflict 12:00-12:30pm
28 | Sat ¥ ' Wine-Tasting - Village Hall event
29 | Sun | = Macmillan Coffee Morning - 10:30-12:00 - Church Green Cottage - RSVP (sarahjpearson@btinternet.com)
30 | Mon
Notices:

24




